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PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENTS OF MEMBERS OF LOW-INCOME 
FARM FAMILIES—11,490 PERSONS IN 2,477 FARM SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION BORROWER FAMILIES, 1940 ' 


I. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EXAMINED POPULATION. II. DEFEC- 
TIVE VISION AS DETERMINED BY THE SNELLEN TEST AND OTHER 
CHRONIC EYE CONDITIONS 


By Mary Gover, Associate Statistician, and Jesse B. YauxKey,' Statistician, 
United States Public Health Service 


During the past 9 years the Farm Security Administration has been 
engaged in the rehabilitation of low-income farmers who have insuf- 
ficient collateral to obtain loans from banks. It was found in the 
course of the operation of this service that successful rehabilitation of 
these families in the field of farm operation required that attention 
also be given to their health and physical condition as well as to their 
more strictly occupational interests as farmers. To meet this need a 
health program has been developed under the direction of a medical 
officer of the Public Health Service who is loaned to the Farm Security 
Administration for this purpose. As a part of the activities of this 
program, in 1939-40, Dr. R. C. Williams, who was then in charge of 
the program, secured the physical examination of selected groups of 
the low-income farm families who were then participating in the 
program. The purpose of these examinations was to secure im- 
portant information of value in planning the rehabilitation of these 
families and also to provide a source of data on the physical status of 
low-income farm families which would supplement the existing limited 
fund of information of this kind concerning the various social and 
economic groups that make up our population. 

Available data dealing with the age-specific prevalence of physical 
impairments and chronic diseases among all members of selected 
groups of the population are limited, mainly, to two studies made 
from general physical examinations, namely, (1) examinations of 10,000 

' From the Division of Public Health Methods, U. S. Public Health Service, in cooperation with the 


Farm Security Administration, Department of Agriculture. Mr. Yaukey is detailed to the Farm Security 
Administration. 
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male industrial workers in 10 surveyed industries (3); and (2) periodic 
examinations by the Life Extension Institute of 100,000 male and 
12,000 female life insurance policyholders (9). Reports of the 
examinations of draftees and of youths employed or seeking employ- 
ment on out-of-school work programs of the National Youth Adminis- 
tration are also available for limited age groups. Numerous other 
studies from which the age prevalence of specific impairments can be 
obtained are, of course, available. 

The industrial examinations referred to (3) were made by medical 
officers of the United States Public Health Service (1914-21) in ap- 
proximately 150 plants in 10 surveyed industries? located in cities in 
the Middle Atlantic, East North Central, and South Atlantic sections 
of the country. The examined male population was 51 percent for- 
eign-born white, 46 percent native white, and 3 percent Negro; 69 
percent of occupations were classified as skilled, 19 percent as unskilled 
labor, and 12 percent as executive, supervisory, or clerical. 

The Life Extension Institute examinations (9) were of native-born 
white persons who applied for first check-up periodic health examina- 
tion after their insurance policies were in force. Examinations at the 
“head” office (chiefly New York City) were made by a relatively small 
group of physicians working under close supervision for the purpose 
of uniformity of results; examinations in the field were made by some 
9,000 physicians who “by reason of their much larger numbers have 
a diversity of training and technique and can receive very little super- 
vision.”’ The authors state that there was probably a tendency to 
miss an increasing number of impairments at ages over 60 years since 
the examinations were of a population able to come for health exami- 
nation and therefore excluded disabled persons. An occupational 
classification of the examined groups shows “‘a disproportionately 
small number of individuals of the lower economic and social grades”; 
professional workers were overrepresented and semiskilled and un- 
skilled laborers underrepresented as compared with the general pop- 
ulation. Among those examined in the “field” is a group of some 
4,000 farmers. Although no data are available by income it seems 
reasonable to conclude that, in view of the weighting of the total ex- 
amined groups by the higher economic grades, the farmers examined 
were at least not markedly below, and might well have been above, 
an average economic level of farmers. Insofar as is known, no studies 
on the frequency of physical impairments among members of low- 
income farm families have been made elsewhere. 

Source of the data.-During the period November 1939 through 
November 1940 the Farm Security Administration made physical 
examinations of all farmers and their families within selected areas 


? The industries surveyed were: pottery, post office, glass, gas, foundry, steel, chemical, cement, cigar, and 
garment. 
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to whom loans had been extended. The examinations were made 
by local physicians; and nearby university, hospital, and teaching 
centers cooperated in assembling competent teams. The examining 
staffs included an internist, a gynecologist, a pediatrician, an eye, 
ear, nose, and throat specialist, a pathologist, a dentist, psychologists, 
nurses, and technicians. Although different professional staffs were 
engaged in the several areas there was considerable-overlapping of 
professional personnel and an effort was made to obtain uniform 
examinations including the use of standard forms. Routine labora- 
tory work included urinalysis, hemoglobin determination, a test for 
syphilis, and, in some areas, fecal examinations for intestinal parasites 
and blood examinations for malaria, in which the various State and 
county health departments cooperated. Special studies of tubercu- 
losis and vitamin deficiency were conducted in a few selected areas.® 

The data were collected and transferred to punch cards under the 
supervision of the Farm Security Administration and subsequently 
made available to the United States Public Health Service. The 
punch cards contain special fields for routine examinations, tests, or 
measurements of the following: height, weight, mental age, distance 
vision, hearing, nasal septum, tonsils and adenoids, teeth, blood 
pressure, appendix, perineum, uterus, hernia, varicose veins, hemor- 
rhoids, and lost or impaired parts of the body. Other physical defects 
found to be present on examination are recorded on the punch card 
according to an illness diagnosis code.‘ Results of laboratory tests 
for the presence of malaria, syphilis, intestinal parasites, and hemoglo- 
bin in the blood were recorded in certain areas.* 

The physical examination findings for this group of low-income 
farm families will be presented in a series of short reports; the present 
report will include (1) ciaracteristics of the examined population, 
and (2) prevalence of defective vision and other chronic eye con- 
ditions. 


I. Characteristics of the Examined Population 


The 21 counties selected for physical examination of members of all 
Farm Security Administration borrower families residing in those 





* X-ray films of the chests of all persons 6 years of age and over were made by a field unit of the U. 8. 
Public Health Service in four localities—Spotsylvania County, Va., Kershaw County, 8. C., Levy County, 
Fla., and Henderson County, Tena.; and a determination of riboflavin deficiency in two localities, Aroostook 
County, Maine, and Spotsylvania County, Va. 

‘ Owirg to lack of time the coding of miscellaneous other defects was completed for the examined popula- 
tion of only 11 of the 19 areas (table 1), namely, Aroostook County, Maine; Champaign County, Ohio; 
Montgomery County, Ind.; Callaway County, Mo; Spotsylvania County, Va.; Avery County, N. C.; 
Kershaw County, 8. C.; Levy County, Fla.; Henderson County, Tenn.; Pope County, Ark.; and Okfuskee 
County, Okla. 

' Tests for malaria were made in the following nine areas: Hershaw County, 8. C.; Worth County, Ga.; 
Henderson County, Tenn.; parts of Carroll, Leflore, and Humphreys Counties, Miss.; Pope County, Ark.; 
Okfuskee County, Okla.; Franklin Parish, La.; Panola County, Tex.; and Williamson County, Tex. 

Tests for intestinal parasites were made in the above nine areas with the addition of Spotsylvania County, 
Va., and Avery County, N. C. 

Tests for syphilis and hemoglobin were made in all areas. 
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counties are listed in table 2.6 The major portion of the examined 
population, 71 percent, was living in the South; 29 percent resided in 
the Northeast and North Centralsections. According to the population 
enumeration of 1940 (table 1), the population of the 21 selected counties 
was 57 percent rural farm, the individual counties varying from 34 to 
89 percent. The total rural farm population of the selected counties 
(table 1) was almost entirely native white and Negro; in the 15 
southern counties the rural farm population was 43 percent Negro. 
The foreign-born white population of Aroostook County, Maine (8 
percent) was largely Canadian; of Howard County, Nebr. (7 percent), 
it was Danish, Czechoslovakian, German, and Polish; of Phillips 
County, Colo. (3 percent), German and Swedish; of Williamson 
County, Tex. (7 percent), Mexican, Czechoslovakian, Swedish, and 
German; of Runnels County, Tex. (2 percent), Mexican, German, 
and Czechoslovakian (see note 4 to table 1). The population of 
Okfuskee County, Okla., was 6 percent Indian. 

Farms operated by Farm Security Administration borrowers are 
average or somewhat larger than average size except in Florida; and 
also in Nebraska, Colorado, and Texas where the average farm is 300 
acres or more (table 1). 

The percentage of farms owned by Farm Security Administration 
borrowers is somewhat below the average (table 1). 

The Farm Security Administration has made a tabulation (12) of the 
enterprises furnishing one quarter or more of the cash income of bor- 
rower families by States. Figure 1 has been made from these data. 
Dairy products, particularly in the Northeast and North Central 
areas, and poultry and labor-off-farm in all areas are the source of onc 
quarter or more of cash farm income in a disproportionately large 
percentage of borrower farms (fig. 1). 

The rural rehabilitation borrower families are of a lower than aver- 
age income level for farmers. Estimates made by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, Department of Agriculture (//), give an 
average annual net income of $767 per farm in 1940. A comparable 
estimate of average annual net income for all rural rehabilitation 
farms made by the Farm Security Administration is $500 in 1940,’ 
or approximately 35 percent less than that for all farms. The rural 
rehabilitation farmers and their families given physical examinations 
by the Farm Security Administration resided largely in the South 
which is a relatively low income area. The estimated average annual 
net income for 1941 of all borrowers in the States represented in the 
examined sample (table 2) was 17 percent lower than that for Farm 
Security Administration borrowers in all States. 


6 The locality “Aroostook County, Maine’’ includes two sections of Aroostook County only; ‘Carroll, 
Leflore, and Humphreys Counties, Miss.” includes adjacent sections of the three counties. 
7 Estimates of income are of net income of farm operators exclusive of labor-off-farm. 
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Practically all Farm Security Administration borrower families 
residing in the selected areas came to the clinics for examination—2,167 
white and 310 Negro families or 9,776 white persons and 1,714 Negroes 
(table 2). In all counties combined, this included 4 percent of the 
total county rural farm population (table 1). Based on families of 
known size, 91 percent of the members of white arid 94 percent of those 
of Negro borrower families were examined. The average size of family 
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@ LESS THAN .5 PERCENT. 


FIGURE 1.—Percentage of borrowers reporting specified enterprises as furnishing one-quarter or more of cash 
farm income—Farm Security Administration borrowers in 17 States, 1941 (12). 


of the examined population is relatively large, 5.0 persons per family 
for white and 5.6 for Negro. Since relatively young heads of families 
were selected for Farm Security Administration loans, the mean age 
of the population is low, 23.5 years for whites and 22.6 for Negroes 
(table 2). The percentage age distribution of the white and Negro 
persons examined is given in table 3 and figure 2, and compared with 
the enumerated rural farm population (1940) of the 17 States repre- 
sented and with the total population of the United States (1940). In 
both the white and Negro examined populations, the percentage of 
children under 15 years of age is relatively high, as is also the group 
35 to 45 years. 











September 8, 1044 


‘@Z1S UMOUY JO SeTT]UWIG] POUTUTBXY JOJ OB ApUIB] Jod suOssed JO JOQUINU PUB POUITIBXa STENPIATpUT JO JUsdI0g | 



























































62° 9 8 tl Eee | OY 0’? 1 $6 616 bil ‘T OLL ‘6 ole ee te De Pe el kn ne 
Pio oe | 89° FS ‘uz ae om ae ce ae ~~" *"“speauny | 
pps Home) OS | Dee e+ . oe ee oT eae 08 ee fe SBXO], | 
G8 8 & OL* ¥9'StZ | 1S ZF T "86 $16 Z61 962. OF $l ees AT | | 
OL TS 02 be° -FIIZ | 89 1? P16 £°S6 Ill £00 ‘I $I O1% ea ““Oypyaeg je ~~" BUBISINO'T | 
9L* 9 0% 6b’ FE 42 | 99 6% z 26 8 'F6 4 4 109 gt ee Seon cx... _—s) seachaaaaaaterts ~~“ BUOYBL xO 
0% “1-FP “0% Ob’ FE | 49 1g 168 0 06 BL Chl £i Z91 See ee ee sususyiy jot [8409 YING jsoM 
a pas sKoyduiny | 
Tos) 6L° FE & cg * Fi 7% | 8° ¢‘¢ 16 £°06 +) 4 1ZF Ib 48 pm os owt pane pemies ddjssyssi jy 
-— . ~ qJoOuBD 
=m , eo ai” 1’¢ et 7) yen ee oe? Ae ~"“OslepueH |” woes sess" G8SS0T0U9,], | eee oy [813005 YINOY, IsBq 
91 IP 62 oo* Fx '9S | 1b > 0001 0°06 Sel £65 (63 1¢1 - gar mpepphiatercer guar BplHoLy 
18° 9 IZ oF FS ‘0% | £9 gs ¢ 96 1°96 re Lg¢ &t cul ren: | (Pie late. ~. 8}31004) | 
So Fe 1% th” FIZ | 29 9 0°16 6 “86 668 619 6g 1é MCYSION BUT[OIBD YIN, 
; sre OU pikes muti y pee: ee £9 oo AAV ~---BUTJOIw) YIION | 
Ol TFS 8% | 66° FE "Gt | 6F Ig z'€6 246 | SST aL 6 6 wyuBalAsyods ate: “BIUTAI A 8 “onus y qInog 
eee 19° 9% |--"- tt liane —_ ak maaan ae (Erters =e Fee ee uyeyuNoyy 
ehanss oe i; 1 6 aes) | See ae ~*~" piB MOH -_______ B¥SBIGaN, | 
” ~~ (oer -ee ” —  - ¢L9 “"! SO “ABMBTTBD) |” oo. ae [81309°) GION 18309 M 
2 ee ee $e > a pats | ogg Se? yee’ Asouloszmoyy [~~~ “eUBIpUY | 
re To? wk 5 eee © he | 6°18 | 6&5 . ZI ~-"uspudurey.) | ~~ a ee ~""""PBlpUeD UHON Bq 
Wiiciatidi: 9 | OF OFS IZ | -- 1 89 | $s | | RS i "| OST |" "Teese" yooysoory [oem nnn = CUB TAL |-- “Teese eess"""puBpsag Man 
ae | } rE Se eee od 
| | | | | } | 
o1seN =| | OUT O189N | ONY | O1BAN | OWA | CABON | OWA | OLBON OU M |! 
ma | a | nie aoe | 
| Ayuno,) oI | Bel’ DTYdBIZ004) 
-qoad yas aoyyerne a 1 S]rurej Jed suvs | peut | PeUuJWXe SMOS | PEUTUIVXd saqql | | & 
poulWexe jo 88 uo -Jad JO JaQUINN | -WIBXe JUdJ8g | -40d JO JOQUINN | -UIBj JO JOGUINN | s 








OV6] ‘8917170907 GI Ur sarztwDs 4am0110q UODjsituiMmpy Apiunrag WiDy fo s1aquam—uoypuiuDzra poorshiyd butaraves suosiad fo saqunNy-—Z% AIAV J, 

















September 8, 1944 








“(1 9148) OFT ‘SeIVIg ZI JO UOIZeINdod WIR; [RIN peyesouINUY ; 


D 
_ 


asatooiw 


--J9AO PUR Cg 


roewdsdcscssciaad 


—e 


Het Sr SS ows wodess 


CHM MDH DH WOH D 


“ 


IDBNSmcow 
131d i wid CaS 


ro 
‘ 
Gada sccwaad 


Sad eS Sun 


Oh oD 


=} Srdsdsodnr sean 
= 

DI DOM HRADMOHAAD 

Neoswewdwi is swiade 


= 


Le) 


MOMOCOANHAGTOs we wo 
AOGOCCHtAAOCANAQOWS 


moet. 
aaa 


t 
I 
6 
£ 
I 
£ 
£ 
¢ 
¢ 
6 
8 
L 


er e's 
eee 


AMODHADAMOINANS 


SSS 
i tt ot 


om 
I 
“ 
on 
= 
_ 


¢ Japuy 


a QN~eYHODANHKMNCMHWAOnsS 


i) 


1001 0 ‘001 0 001 9126 | -$a88 [LV 





WOM NQIIISIp 338 938} UI0IEg 
SoXxes , | lL lees saxos | cad soxas aad Saxas 
wog e[eule gf ae Ww wog ayeure J oy Ae AY wi0g aewmeg | aR qi0g ayeule J ae IN og 


a[euey ae 


O01B9N OTL 
; Uoryerndod us peuny a 


OUTTLAA 








1 UONBIYSIUIUIpPY Ajlanosag WIV Aq poulWMBxXe UOlye_ndog 


sang LI fo 
uoynpndod wavf jonas 7030) ay) fo pun ‘sarprumvf samois0g UOYDYsiuiMpp Ajpiinoag wavy fo 


suaquiaut fo uor1jngrs}sip abo abvjualag —§ ATAV | 


1171 September 8, 194 





The mean age of the examined population in separate localities 
(table 2) varies significantly from ‘the average in two counties only, 
Montgomery County, Ind., and Levy County, Fla. In these areas 
there were relatively fewer children under 20 years of age. On the 
whole, however, the age distributions of the examined populations in 
the several localities are similar enough that age correction for,inter- 
State comparisons of prevalence rates is not essential. 
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FIGURE 2.—The percentage age distribution of members of borrower families, given physical examinations 
by the Farm Security Administration, 1940, in a total of 19 and 9 localities for whites and Negroes, respec- 
tively; compared with the percentage age distribution of the rural farm population in a total of 17 States, 
and of the total population of the United States, 1940. 


II. Defective Vision and Other Chronic Eye Conditions 


PREVALENCE OF DEFECTIVE VISION AS DETERMINED BY THE SNELLEN 
TEST FOR SPECIFIC AGES 


The visual acuity of 7,932 white and 1,366 Negro persons of 5 years 
of age and over was tested with the Snellen test chart. This test re- 
veals practically all cases of myopia but does not discover a large per- 
centage of the hyperopic or astigmatic eye conditions (7). The 
Snellen test chart consists of rows of letters of increasing size; the size 
of the letters being such that vision is normal when the chart can be 
read at the specified distance for each row of letters. Results of the 
test are recorded as a fraction; that is, the numerator of the fraction 
is the number of feet at which the chart is placed, the denominator of 
the fraction designates the minimum size of letter which can be read 
expressed as the number of feet at which vision is normal for the spe- 
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cified size of letter. Normal vision is defined as 20/20. Observations 
were recorded as of the ‘‘better” and “‘poorer’’ eye. They have been 
assembled into 5 groups; namely, 20/20 (normal vision) in both eyes; 
20/20 (normal vision) in one eye only and 20/25 or worse in the poorer 
eye; 20/25 or 20/30 in the better eye and 20/25 or worse in the poorer 
eye; 20/40 or 20/50 in the better eye and 20/40 or worse in the poorer 
eye; and 20/70 or worse in both eyes. 

The Snellen test is relatively objective; the results of the test vary 
somewhat, however, when done by different examiners and under 
different environmental conditions such as lighting and different sub- 
jective conditions such as the general fatigue of those examined. 
The observed prevalence of defective vision in different localities shows 
some inconsistencies when the rates specific for age and extent of de- 
fective vision are examined and, therefore, indicates some variability 
in the method of recording results in these data in addition to a sam- 
pling variability as measured by the probable error. Variation in the 
recording of Snellen test results, however, is relatively slight compared 
with less objective observations such as the prevalence of enlarged or 
diseased tonsils, for example. In these data there was also a language 
difficulty particularly among the French Canadians examined in 
Maine. A high prevalence of granular lids among the children in 
Arkansas made visual testing difficult in that area. 

Table 4 shows the result of the Snellen test made on white persons of 
5-14, 15-44, and 45 or more years of age for each of the 19 localities in 
which members of Farm Security Administration borrower families 
were examined. The range of variability in the percentage with 
defective vision in different localities is considerable—from 17 to 59 
percent for 15-44 years of age and from 61 to 97 percent at 45 years 
and over. As determined by the probable error, the number of 
localities in which the examined population was recorded to have a 
consistently and significantly better or poorer vision than the average 
is comparatively few. A low percentage with defective vision was 
recorded in Callaway County, Mo., Worth County, Ga., and Carroll, 
Leflore, and Humphreys Counties, Miss., for all age groups and in 
Panola, Williamson, and Runnels Counties, Tex., for 15-44 years; 
a high percentage was recorded in Phillips County, Colo., and Levy 
County, Fla., for all age groups over 5 years, and in Pope County, 
Ark., and Aroostook County, Maine, for children 5-14 years. The 
majority of the localities, however, record an average prevalence of 
defective vision. 

The results of the Snellen test for specific ages in all localities 
combined are shown in table 5 for whites and in table 6 for Negroes 
and whites in the areas in which Negro families were examined. 
Figure 3 is an over-all representation of the cumulative prevalence of 
poor, moderate, slightly defective, and normal vision in specific age 
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TaBLE 5.—Percentage of white persons in specific age groups with the specified vision 
as determined by the Snellen tesi—members of Farm Security Administration 
borrower families in a total of 19 localities, 1940 





20/20 or | 
20/20 or ; | 20/25 or 20/40 or | 20/700r 
Number | better in | Detterin | d9/30in | 20/50in | worse in 






























































: } 
Age examined both e one eye | bett bett ve | bett 
for vision yes | only | better eye er eye er eye 
(percent) | (percent) | (percent) (percent) (percent) 
Both sexes 
5 years and over Pia cals | 7, 932 59.7 11.7 17.4 | 5.9 5.3 
5-9_ 1, 101 70. 6 8.9 16.3 3.0 | 1.2 
10-14_- 1, 584 74.6 9.1 12.1 2.5 1.7 
Saas 1, 008 73.0 10.9 11.6 2.6 1.9 
20-24... 4 68.0 13.2 14.0 2.8 2.0 
EES SARS a 510 68.8 13.3 13.9 2. 5 1.4 
EEE Sa <a 615 64.2 13.3 15.9 3.6 2.9 
35-39 615 58.2 14.0 19.3 4.4 4.1 
40-44 577 50.6 14.9 25. 6 4.9 4.0 
aS ae 501 32.9 18.0 27.5 10.0 11.6 
50-54 412 21.6 12.1 28.2 19.7 18.4 
a pce ciuind dois thinning 234 16.7 12.0 23.1 24.8 23.5 
60-4 __ ‘ os aida 150 7.3 10.7 30.7 23.3 28.0 
ESS SES 131 5.3 | 6.1 25. 2 29.8 33.6 
Male 
| 

5 years and over__..--- 4, 100 63. 2 11.9 15.8 5.3 | 3.8 
Sa 567 71.4 9.2 15.5 2.8 L.1 
See 819 77.0 8.8 10.7 1.6 1.8 
15-19_____- 530 78.3 10.2 7.9 2.1 5 

LS | 199 73.9 12.1 10.1 2.5 1.5 
SE See | 242 75.6 13. 2 8.7 1.2 1.2 
so vntaitilinkakiniean 281 70.1 12.1 12.8 1.8 3.2 
35-39 301 67.8 13.0 13.3 2.7 3.3 
40-44 302 59. 3 13.6 20.9 4.3 2.0 
| Sa eee 257 40.5 23.3 24.1 7.0 5.1 
50-54 __ 255 31.0 14.9 30.6 16.5 7.1 
| Ee : 144 22. 2 14.6 29. 2 22.9 11.1 
AS ‘ Z 110 8.2 12.7 38.2 19.2 21.8 
65 and over. -_....-..-.- 93 7.5 6.5 28.0 30.1 28. 0 

Female 
5 years-and over... oe 3, 832 56.0 | 11.6 19.1 6.5 | 6.8 
5-9 534 69.7 | 8.6 17.2 3.2 1.3 
10-14 765 | 72.0 | 9.4 13. 5 3.5 1.6 
ee a 2 hee ee 4 478 | 67.2 | 11.7 15.7 | 3.1 2.3 
20-24 295 | 64. 1 13.9 | 16.6 3.1 2.4 
25-29 268 62.7 13.4 18.7 | 3.7 1.5 
30-34 334 59.3 14.4 18.6 | 5.1 2.7 
35-39 314 49.0 15.0 25.2 | 6.1 4.8 
40-44 275 41.1 16.4 30.9 5.5 6.2 
45-49 244 25.0 12.3 31.1 13.1 18.4 
50-54 157 6.4 7.6 24.2 24.8 36.9 
90 7.8 7.8 13.3 27.8 43.3 
i We gees. aa 40 5.0 5.0 10.0 35.0 45.0 
65 and over : 38 | + ---| 5.2 | 18.4 28.9 47.4 
‘ | ' 








groups of the white examined population. From 30 to 70 years of 
age the percentage with defective vision increases from approximately 
30 to 95 percent; from 45 to 70 years of age the percentage with 
moderate and markedly defective vision (20/40 or worse in better eye) 
increases from approximately 10 to 60 percent. 

The data of table 7 are taken from studies of defective vision among 
other population groups and are reproduced here for comparison with 
low-income farm families. The age specific prevalence of defective 
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vision from various sources is plotted on semi-logarithmic paper in 
figure 4. Although rough comparisons can be made in the actual 
results of the Snellen test conducted by different groups of examiners 
the relative age prevalence furnishes more valid comparisons. 

The general agreement among the various data shown in figure 4 is 
striking. Both the Farm Security Administration data and schoolboys 
examined in eastern counties of the United States (5) show a decline 
in the percentage with defective vision as indicated by the Snellen 
TABLE 6.—Percentage of Negro and white persons in specific age groups with the 

specified vision as determined by the Snellen test—members of Farm Security 


Administration borrower families in a total of nine localities, ' 1940 




















Negro White 
Defec- | | | Defec- 
| oni 20/20, | on, | tive | ane 20/20, | « | tive 
lw | 20/20 | 20/25 20/40 | vision: | 20/20 20/25 20/40 | vision: 
ha | Num- or | “or | °F | agj95 | Num- or or | .% | g9/95 
AB ber | better | on. worse _ ber | better | .% worse | ““** 
/exam-| in | _ | in B._aN exam- in | = “eo Pa. 
| ined | both | , | better! “OFS° | ined | both | portor | better | Worse 
| poe etter : in ne | Detter a ER 
for | eyes eye | £¥° | either for | eyes eye | £¥° | either 
vision | (per- (per- (per- | eye vision | (per- al | (per- eye 
cent) cent) cent) | (per- | cent) | cent) | cent) (per- 
| | cent) | | cent) 
- Pe (ree Lae eet Pe ee Se oe Se See Ne 
Both sexes 
—-—— 2a eR Wee geen i a oninthtes 
5 years and over 1,366 | 74.7) 17.8] 7.6 25.3 | 4,122| 61.4 27.8 10.9 38 6 
| | } | 
§-8....-. ‘ 190 | 87.9} 9.4 | 2.7 | 12.1 554 | 75. 5 } 21.0 | 3.6 24.5 
10-14. ___- 292 | 91.1 8.6 | 3] 89] -832 75.8 | 20.6 3.6] 24.2 
1§-19__....- 232 | 82.3 15.6 | 2.2 17.7 | 559 73. 5 | 22.3 | 4.1 | 26. 5 
ane 89 | 78.7| 180| 34] 213) 278] 70.9) 24.1 5.0) 1 
25-34... .. wane 130 | 83.1 14.7 | 2.3 | 16.9 | 591 66.5 | 28.8 | 4.7 | 33.5 
- ao 171 71.9 22. 2 5.9; 2.1] 611 54.3 | 387.2 8.5 | 45.7 
ee ol 153 | 45.1 32.7 | 22.2; 54.9 450 26.9 40.2 32.9 | 73. 1 
55-O4 cas 81 27.2; 40.7; 321) 72.8 188 12.2| 37.7 50.0 | 87.8 
65 and over _- 3] 143) 25) 57.2] 86.7 | 59/ 51/ 28] 661) 89 
Read: cL Ve! ae wees hs ee ee” adel! BE ee 
Male 
SEEN UEAAUNH GAPE GE: Eee SEE - 
5 years and over_- 683 | 74.2] 18.6) 7.1 | 25.8 | 2,133 | 63.5 26.6 | 9.9 | 36.5 
5-9 s7| 86.2 |} M4] 23] 138] 20) 77.1) 103 | 36 22.9 
10-14 153 90.2 | 9.38 | 9.8 437 78.3 | 18.1 | 3.7 21.7 
15-19___. 113 81.4 16.8 | 1.8 18. 6 287 78.4 | 17.8 | 3.8 | 21.6 
20-24 44| 77.3| 18.1 45| 227) 109| 69.7 | 25.7 4.6} 30.3 
25-34 = 54 | 85. 2 | 14.9 | 14.8 283 69.6 26.5 3.9 30.4 
35-44. as 64; 781] 188] 32] 219) 304] 612] 316) 7.2) 388 
45-54 . 91; 56.01 26.4) 17.6 44.0 | 263 34.2 43.7 | 22.0 65.8 
55-64 weed , 57 | 31.6 40.3 | 28.0 | 68.4 126 15.9 45.2; 38.9 84.1 
65 and over _-_- 20 15.9 40.0; 45.0 85.0 | 44 6.8 27.2; 65.9 93. 2 
Rae TE SS ee a ee es ee ee Fee 
Female 
. : : 7 : = — . 
5 years and over 683 | 75.1) 17.0) 7.9; 24.9) 1,989) 59.0 29.0 11.9 | 41.0 
| 
5-9... 103 89.3 7.8 | 2.9 | 10.7 | 274 73.7 |} 22.6 | 3.7 | 26.3 
10-14. 139 | 92.1 | 7.2 . a 7.9 | 395 73.2; 2.3 | 3.6 | 26.8 
15-19. 19} 832) 143] 25] 168/ 272] 684) 27.2) 44/ 31.6 
20-24. 45; 80.0; 17.8) 2.2; 20.0 169 | 71.6) 23.1) 5.4 | 28.4 
25-34. ..... 76 81.6 | 14.5 3.9 | 18. 4 | 308 63.6 | 30.8 | 5.5 36.4 
35-44. 107 68.2) 24.3 | 7.4) 31.8) 307 | 47.6) 42.6) 9.8 | 52.4 
GEE nnschewdns 62 29.0) 41.9 29.0 71.0 | 187 | 16.6) 35.3 48.1 | 83.4 
a 24 | 16.7} 41.7 | 41.6 83.3 | 62 | 4.8; 22.5! 72.6 95. 2 
65 and over_...._.. | So Be teasiwce } 87.5) 87.5 | 15 ot. ae 6.7 
| | 
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+ ie localities included are those for which the number of persons examined is shown for Negroes in 
table 2. 








September 8, 1944 





$00 























ee 
Zp 


YY oo’ 

























YU YYyy L yy Y . as 
tj Il’; 
V/s \N . 
NN 
NAAR AS SAANNNNNONS \ ‘ 
5 ‘ 20 30 40 50 60 70 oe) 


AGE in YEARS 


FIGURE 3.—The cumulated prevalence of specified degrees of defective vision as determined by the Snellen 
test for white persons in specific age groups—tmembers of Farm Security Administration borrower families 
in 19 localities, 1940. 
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FIGURE 4.—Relative age prevalence of defective vision as determined by the Snellen test—members of Farm 
Security Administration borrower white families in 19 localities, 1940, compared with other available data. 
Poorer than 20/20 in one or both eyes is defined as defective vision. 
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test at ages under 20 years; females show a decline at ages under 15 
years. This observation is in agreement with the fact that the 
anatomical development of the eye among males is not complete until 
about 20 years of age (5). After 20 years of age the percentage of 
males with defective vision increases in each successive age group; for 
industrial workers (3, 10) the increase is most rapid between 20 and 
30 years of age, whereas for agricultural workers (10) the increase is 
most rapid from 45 to 55 years of age. From 20 to 50 years of age 
defective vision is more frequent among industrial workers than among 
farmers; after 50 years of age, however, there is little difference in the 
occurrence of defective vision among industrial and agricultural 


workers. 


TABLE 7.—Percentage of white persons in specific age groups with defective vision as 
determined by the Snellen test—members of Farm Security Administration bor- 
rower families, 1940, and comparable data 

































































| 
Life Extension Institute 
| 
i, . . Schocl 
’ L Syd —_ \vound| children Male National 
Devation _ in 4 coun- Youth Ad- |Selec- 
| borrower | dus- | ties of the 2 ministra- | tees* 
families {tries | eastern Professional,| —~ | tion? 
| U.S. business, | = 
and skilled | <& 
Age trade = p 
= aa See 
PS ee ea z- |ssz| 2 | E | 
qe | 3 e 4 ! = | =" “2 sue 5 = e 3 : 
SIEIE/E/E) 2 esc Bl Fle] 2] 
ai|m i a | ae | mw | & [Zé ho q)/e/2/]u/ 2 
| ! | | 
Percent with defective vision * 
Pe dae 28.6 | 30.3 |...... me = SAS PTT. ay! es Save oo 
Se ae -| 23.0 | 28.0 |_.._.- wien ieee wanes Sai eee ade 
15-19. -| 21.7 | 32.8 | 22.6 Oe i hes eae Se A did 31.4 l40.9 ae 
20-24. -| 26.1 | 35.9 | 32.4 36. 2 }or.7 35.5 | 21.0 47g 38.6 f°" | 37.6 
25-29. --| 24.4 | 37.3 | 38.7 |. 39.5 OU 7D pee SR SS eee 
30-34. ~.| 29.9 | 40.7 | 39.9 |. 42.0 | 50.2 | 42.6 23.9 | 48.9 J ee | 49.4 
SS | 32.2 | 51.0 | 45.1 43.8 | &.9 | 43.7 | 23.2 | 50.8 |....-.}....-.]...... 
; | 40.7 | 58.9 | 50.6 |. | 48.6 | 62.6 | 48.6 23.8 | 60.7 WRB Joosonsfonoo- 
_, Sree | 69.5 | 75.0 | 65.3 |- 64.5 63.9 | 44.7 | 72.9 ree Se Oo 2S. 
50-54. __- .| 69.0 | 93.6 | 77.5 | 77.2 lig Fo) +) a See eae 
eee -| 77.8 | 92.2 | 82.2 81.7 +80.0 4 | Be Bee ears 
a 91.8 | 95.0 log 6 | {82.¢ 82.3 | 78.2 \\z7 - | 
65 and over-____---- 92.5 100.0 j°* 183.3 eee a 4 








1 From Britten and Thompson (3), 1914-21. The Snellen test data are for 8 industries: pottery, post 
office, glass, gas, foundry, steel, cement, and cigar. 
? From Collins and Britten (6), 1915-17. The percen with defective vision is given for single years 
of Bee. The os for the age group 15-19 years in this table is for beys 15-17 years of age. 
3 From Collins (4) 1915-17. The percentage with defective vision is given for single years of age. The 
percentage for the age group 15-19 years in this table is for girls 15-16 years of age. 
‘4 From Sydenstricker and Britten (9), 1922-25. 
§ From prema: ag bony and Britten (10 0), 1922-25. 
- — Britten (/), 1922-25. 
From McDowell and seeey (8), 1941. The percentages for males are for the age groups 16-20 and 
21-94 years; for females 16-24 y 
§ From Karpinos inos (6), 1943. The percentages are for males, 18-24 and 25-39 years of age. 
* Poorer. than 20/20 in one or both eyes is defined as defective vision. 


Considering the two agricultural groups examined, defective vision 
is more frequent among the Farm Security Administration borrowers 


at every age group under 50 years than among the farmers examined 
603162°—44—3 
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by the Life Extension Institute; from 20 to 50 years of age the percent- 
ages for the Farm Security Administration farmers are, on the aver- 
age, approximately 30 percent higher. These two sets of agricultural 
data differ in several respects. The Farm Security Administration 
families are of a low income group, whereas the agricultural workers 
examined by the Life Extension Institute are probably of a better- 
than-average income class. With respect to blindness as associated 
with income class the National Health Survey (2) shows a definite 
relationship between income and the prevalence of blindness in either 
one or both eyes for both males and females; in these data there is a 
marked increase in blindness as family income decreases, exclusive of 
those families receiving relief. Although this is probably due to greater 
accident and disease hazards among lower income groups, the reverse 
effect probably also operates, blindness causing a decline in income. 
With respect to the gencral standards of health of the two farm groups, 
it was stated carlier that the Life Extension Institute examinations 
were of persons who had passed a medical examination for life insur- 
ance and who had applied for a first check-up health examifation. 
This would largely exclude definitely disabled persons. On the other 
hand, the Farm Security Administration data pertain to farmers and 
their families who have applied for rehabilitation loans. While illness 
may be wholly or in part responsible for a farmer’s application for a 
loan, it seems unlikely that defects of vision alone could be a major 
cause of lowered farm income although defective vision might pre- 
sumably be associated with other and more disabling kinds of defects. 

Moreover, it is obvious that variations in examining standards 
lead to different recorded results. In the Farm Security Adminis- 
tration examinations 20/25 or worse in either eye is defined as a 
defect of vision. In the ‘10 surveyed industries” data defective 
vision is defined as 20/30 or worse in either eye. No subdivision of 
the total defective vision into slight and marked degree is made in 
the Life Extension Institute data and therefore it is impossible to 
say whether defective vision, in these data, is defined as 20/25 or 
worse or 20/30 or worse in either eye. Table 7 shows a comparison 
of the prevalence of defective vision for the group of professional, 
business, and skilled trade examined by the Life Extension Institute 
in New York City (head office) and in other urban areas (field offices). 
The authors’ explanation of the high prevalence shown for those 
examined at the head office is the more careful and consistent exami- 
nations made there. Examinations of the agricultural group were 
made in field offices. Moreover, the recorded prevalence of defective 
vision for Farm Security Administration clients in separate States 
(table 4) showed variability in recorded results in spite of the rela- 
tively objective nature of the Snellen test. In view of the uncontrol- 
lable factors involved, therefore, it is difficult to make more than 
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rough comparisons between the actual prevalence rates of defective 
vision as obtained by different surveys upon diverse groups of the 
population. 

Females among the Farm Security Administration borrower fam- 
ilies (fig. 4) show a smaller percentage with defective vision than 
females of the Life Extension Institute data at ages 20 to 34 and 
identical percentages for ages 35 to 50 years. 

Defective vision among males and females for specific age groups 
is compared in figure 5. Defective vision increases after 20 years 
for males and after 15 years for females. White females have more 
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FGuRE 5.—Prevalence of defective vision as determined by the Snellen test among white and Negro males 
and females in specific age groups—members of Farm Security Administration borrower families in 19 


and 9 localities, respectively, 1940. 


defective vision than white males. The percentage difference be- 
tween the curves of defective vision for white males and females is 
greatest at ages 15-44 years; at 60 years of age and over there is a 
slight difference only. Among the Negro population more females 
than males have defective vision after 25 years of age. Under 25 
years and also at 65 years and over there is very little difference 
between the percentages for males and females. The observation 
that there is a higher percentage of defective vision among females 
than males is borne out by the Life Extension Institute data (table 7). 

A comparison of the percentages of whites and Negroes with 
defective vision is shown in figure 6; the data for whites are based 
on those States in which Negroes were examined. Defective vision 
is less frequent among Negroes than whites in these data for every 
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FiGuReE 6.—Prevalence of defective vision as determined by the Snellen test among whites and Negroes for 
males and females in specific age groups—members of Farm Security Administration borrower famizies in 
9 localities, '940. 
age group and for both males and females. Percentages of whites 
and Negroes with defective vision for individual areas have been 
computed and show that whites have a higher percentage than Negroes 
in practically every locality. The number of Negroes examined in 
separate areas is relatively small so that the differences between the 
white and Negro pereentages are not always significant; the Negro 
percentages are consistently less than the white, however. 
The National Youth Administration data (8) and examinations of 
selectees made in February 1943 (6) show more defects of vision among 
whites than Negroes as follows: 





National Youth 
| 





| ' ‘Administration Selectees 
Race Male: 16-24 | Female: 16-24| Male: 18-24 | Male: 25-39 
— years | years years 





| 
| Percent with defective vision (20/25 or worse in either eye) 








37.6 49 


40.9 4 
31.0 40. 6 


Sea ERR: Ree 32.9 
3 36.7 


29. 











These data, therefore, corroborate the observation that defective 
vision is less frequent among Negroes than whites. Both Negroes and 
whites were examined in the same Farm Security Administration 
clinics and by the same examining staffs. The economic status of 
Negroes and whites examined could not have been widely different, 
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and, therefore, the data seem to be favorable for a racial comparison. 
Since, however, a larger proportion of Negro than white agricultural 
workers are in all likelihood farm laborers rather than farm operators 
and since loans were made by the Farm Security Administration to 
farm operators only, it is likely that the Negroes examined represent a 
better social class among Negro farmers than the whites among all 
white farmers. 


TABLE 8.—Percentage of while persons wearing glasses! among (a) members of 
Farm Security Administration borrower families in a total of 19 localities, 1940; 
(b) school children in 4 counties in the eastern United States; and (c) persons given 
medical examination by the Life Extension Institute 


Percentage of 
Percentage of | nace , x | persons with 
persons examined | ee vision | Vision of 20/40 or 
wearing glasses | ~~". at worse fh better 

| wearing glasses leye wearing gl. . 
Color, sex, and source mane 


i a en 

















49 | 40 40 
| 5-19 20-39 and | 5-19 20-39) and | 5-19 | 20-39) and 
| over | | over | | over 
Percent 
White male: 
Farm Security Administration | 2.6| 40] 89! 58/103) 128! 145/233) 244 
School children ?______._...- B™ fy eee eee Et 9.0 
Life Extension Institute: total * -oceat SAD | SRO I_..... | 50.6 | 60.6 | - 
Professional, business, and skilled | 
trade: 
New York City (head) 4..........|_...-- 21.8 | 33.0 |...... 42.7 | 45.0 |___. I. : 
Other urban (field) ¢.............-.|..-..-- 22.4 | 41.4 |.....- 54.1 | 64.6 |......}_. 
Agricultural (field) 4. ..........-- a eae 11.2 | 33.0 |...... 50.5 | 62.4 |.....- 
White female: | 
Farm Security Administration............| 2.7 | 9.2 | 26.7! 7.9 | 17.9 | 32.9 | 23.6 | 30.0 | 8.5 
School children ?.____.__..__..-- ; ee A Baers fy eee! Rae? 13.0 |. - 
Life Extension Institute: total §_..........|...... 26.5 | 39.2 |_...-- 54.0 | 56.7 ici 
| i 














! The percentage of persons wang Gomes includes persons wearing glasses for any visual defect. 
2 From Collins (4), 1915-17. Sch dren, 6-16 years of age, in omen © 8. C., and nearby villages, 
Frederick County, Md., New Castle County, Del., and Nassau County, N. 

3 From Sydenstricker and Britten (9), 1922-25. 

‘ From Sydenstricker and Britten (/0), 1922-25. 

5 From Britten (/), 1922-25. 


The percentage of persons wearing glasses for any defect of vision 
among those examined by the Farm Security Administration is small 
compared with the percentage with defective vision. At 40 years and 
over, 9 percent of males and 27 percent of females examined were wearing 
glasses; 13 percent of males and 33 percent of females with any degree 
of defective vision were wearing glasses; and 24 percent of males and 
51 percent of females with markedly defective vision (20/40 or worse 
in better eye) were wearing glasses for some defect of vision (table 8). 
For children 5-19 years of age the percentage wearing glasses is slightly 
more than that for school children examined in four rural localities 
of the eastern United States (1915-17). Among persons examined by 
the Life Extension Institute, however, glasses were worn much more 
frequently than among the low-income farm families, particularly 
among males. 
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PREVALENCE OF OTHER EYE DEFECTS AND CHRONIC DISEASES 





The occurrence of other eye defects and chronic diseases found on 
physical examination has been coded and tabulated in these data for 
only 11 of the 19 localities, including 5 localities where Negroes were 
examined. Table 9 gives the recorded prevalence of specific eye 
conditions for white and Negro males and females per 100 persons 
examined for any defect. Among the defects included in table 9 
the rate for pterygium only is significantly higher for males than 
females (white); other defects show no significant difference between 
the rates for the two sexes. Negroes have significantly higher rates 
than whites for cataract* and pterygium; whites have significantly 
higher rates for strabismus and trachoma. 










TABLE 9.—Prevalence of specific eye diseases among white and Negro males and 
fomalee—membors of I Farm m enurety Administration borrower families, 1940 




















































} | : | | 
_. Inflam- | 
| “and. | matory | Blind | Blind 
| Num- | Glau- | Cata- | Strabis- sus- | diseases Pteryg- | in one | in both 
| ber of | coma ract mus seated |ofeye | ium | owe ene 
Race and sex persons F ra- and | y y 
yo i | | choma | eyelid | 
| | Oh ee ee Oe A 
| Percent 
White male (11 localities) 2__| 3,000 0. 13 1.77 2. 87 1. 33 0. 63 2. 87 0. 50 0. 03 
White female (11 localities) ? | 2, 905 10 1. 20 2. 48 1.03 . 86 1,34 . 34 07 
Negro male (5 localities) 3__- 206 |.<.....- 3. 64 6 . 20 .61 6. 68 | _ a 
Negro female (5 localities) a. 400 j........| 3.01 | ee . 20 6. 41 40 . 40 








1 The total of 70 cases includes 14 diagnosed as definite trachoma; the remaining 56 cases were diagnosed as 
suspected trachoma recommended for observation. 
>The 11 localities are: Aroostook County, Maine; Champaign County, Ohio; Montgomery 
County, Ind.; pRme mage 4 County, Mo.; Spotsylvania County, Va.; Avery County, N. C.; Kershaw County, 
8. C.; Levy C ounty, Fla.; Henderson County, Tenn.; Pope County, Ark.; wr, Okfuskee County, Okla. 
3 The 5 localities are: Spotsylvania County, Va.; Kershaw County, 's. C.; Levy County, Fla.; Pope 
County, ATK; and Okfuskee County, Okla. 


The high prevalence of cataract in Florida and of trachoma and 
suspected trachoma in Arkansas is outstanding. Among 67 white 
cases reported in Pope County, Ark., 13 were diagnosed as trachoma 
and treatment recommended; 54 were recorded as suspected trachoma 
recommended for observation. In this connection, Veldee (14) 
records a high prevalence of folliculosis (30 percent of persons under 
20 years of age) in Pinellas County, Fla. He states that folliculosis 
may be very widespread among children of school ages and is frequently 
diagnosed as trachoma; the disease is mild and runs a brief course 
compared with trachoma, disappearing spontaneously. 

Table 10 gives the age-specific prevalence of cataract, strabismus, 
trachoma and suspected trachoma, and pterygium as found on physical 
examination. The highest prevalence of “trachoma and suspected 
trachoma” occurs at 5-14 years of age; of the 13 cases diagnosed as 





for both sexes are: white, 12.1, and Negro, 20.7 percent. 





‘Rates of cataract for Levy County, Fla., 
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definite trachoma in Pope County, Ark., 7 occurred between the ages 
of 5 and 14 years. Veldee found the age of maximum prevalence of 
folliculosis to be 5—6 years of age with a rapid decline thereafter in 
contrast to trachoma which persists into adult life. 


TABLE 10.—Prevalence of certain eye diseases among white persons in specific age 
groups—members of Farm Security Administration borrower families, 1940 




















Number of persons examined be pa 
in— an sus- . 
_*__} qfareet| surabis. | “peoted’ | Reternt 
County |,™us (11 | trachoma? | “Toca). 
. | Fin)? |localities)!| (Pope 
Age a.) County, ities) 
11 local- Arkan- | | Ark.) 
ities! | Florida? | “sas 3 LAs SA a fo: 
| Percent 
All ages... ke | 5,905 598 | 745 12.1 | 2.7 | 9.0 | 21 
| | } | | 
| REFEREES, 733 71 | , BARES 1.0 | 5.7 
fe Ps ee | 1,887 136 | aire 2.9 | 14.2 .4 
Bt acne 991 | 112 | 131 9 2.7 9.9 .6 
25-34. 663 | 75 7 ee 2.4 5.7 1.1 
_ | ee 726 | 73 | 107 8.2 4.3 | 3.7 4.5 
45-54... .... 581 | 68 58 29.4 2.9 | 5.2 6.7 
—........ 268 | 42 | 23 76.2 1.9 8.7 6.7 
65 and over________.- 106 | 16 | 5 81.3 19 |... pina detail 13.2 








1 The 11 localities are as given in table 9, note 2. 

2 Of the total 88 cases of cataract 72, or 82 percent, occurred in Levy County, Fla. 

3 Of the total 70 cases of trachoma 67, or 93 percent, occurred in Pope County, Ark. The total of 67 cases 
includes 13 diagnosed as definite trachoma; the remaining 54 cases were diagnosed as suspected trachoma 
a ap Bg for observation. The ages of the reported trachoma cases are: 2, under 5; 7, 5-14; 1, 15-24; 1, 
25-34; and 2, 35-44. 


SUMMARY 


In connection with a rehabilitation program for borrower families 
the Farm Security Administration organized clinics and conducted 
general physical examinations of practically all members of borrower 
families in 19 selected localities from November 1939 through Novem- 
ber 1940. The examinations were made by a staff of physicians and 
technicians. The examined population was almost entirely native 
white and Negro residing in 11 Southern States and 6 Northern or 
intermediate States. The families represent a low income farm 
population of the United States. 

Curves of the age prevalence of defective vision as determined by 
the Snellen test are presented for this selected group and compared 
with other available data. The relative age prevalence of defective 
vision among rural rehabilitation farmers agrees with that of farmers 
examined by the Life Extension Institute, and differs from that of 
urban groups examined in a less rapid rate of increase in young adult 
ages and a more rapid rate of increase between 40 and 50 years of age. 
With respect to the actual value of recorded prevalence rates, the Farm 
Security Administration borrower families have less defective vision 
as determined by the Snellen test than available examined urban 
groups especially between the ages of 20 and 45 years; they also com- 
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pare somewhat unfavorably with another examined agricultural group 
but it is impossible to say how much of this difference might be due 
to differences in group selection and examining procedure. 

Sex and color comparisons show that females have a higher per- 
centage of defective vision than males for every age group; Negroes 
in these data have less defective vision than whites for all age groups. 
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out the preparation of these studies; to Dr. R. C. Williams who was 
Chief Medical Officer of the Farm Security Administration in charge 
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to Dr. F. D. Mott, Dr. B. A. Dyar, Dr. Thomas E. Morgan, Dr. F. V. 
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PREVALENCE OF DISEASE 


No health department, State or local, can effectively prevent or control disease without 
knowledge of when, where, and under what conditions cases are occurring 


UNITED STATES 


REPORTS FROM STATES FOR WEEK ENDED SEPTEMBER 2, 1944 
Summary 


The increase during the week in the incidence of poliomyelitis is 
less than that for either of the 2 preceding weeks. A total of 1,683 
cases was reported, as compared with 1,529 and 1,254 for the preceding 
week and the next earlier week, respectively, and 1,370 for the cor- 
responding week of 1931, which was the largest number reported for 
any week in prior years for which weekly records are available (i. e., 
since 1927). 

The largest numbers, aggregating 1,423 cases, or approximately 
85 percent of the total, were reported in the Middle Atlantic, East 
North Central, and South Atlantic areas. Sixteen States (6 showing 
decreases) reported 20 or more cases each, as follows (last week’s 
figures in parentheses): Increases—Connecticut 20 (19), New York 
666 (581), New Jersey 67 (36), Pennsylvania 162 (139), Ohio 105 (97), 
Indiana 27 (16), Michigan 120 (94), Wisconsin 32 (26), Maryland 
47 (40), Virginia 65 (63); decreases Massachusetts 35 (43), Lilinois 
37 (38), Minnesota 40 (57), District of Columbia 22 (27), North 
Carolina 42 (46), Kentucky 34 (38). 

The total number of cases reported for the first 35 weeks of the year, 
ended September 2, is 9,472, as compared with 5,886 for the same 
period last year and a 5-year (1939-43) median of 3,301. In 14 of the 
past 17 years the peak of weekly incidence of poliomyelitis was reached 
earlier than September 20. 

Tne number of cases of meningococcus meningitis reported for the 
week, 122, although more than 4 times the 5-year median of 29, is 
less than the number reported last week or for the corresponding week 
last year, 159 and 151, respectively. States reporting the largest 
numbers are New York (19), California (12), Pennsylvania (11), and 
Michigan (9). 

Currently reported cases of diphtheria, smallpox, typhoid fever,and 
whooping cough are below both the reports for last week and the 5-year 
medians. The total of scarlet fever is below the 5-year median. 
While the figures for influenza and measles are less than for the 
preceding week, they are slightly above the medians. 

A total of 7,591 deaths was recorded in 92 large cities of the United 
States, as compared with 7,446 last week and a 3-year (1941-43) 
average of 7,736. The total for the year to date is 318,961, as com- 
pared with 325,413 for the same period last year. 

(1185) 
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended Sept. 2, 
1944, and comparison with corresponding week of 1943 and 5-year median 


In these tables a zero indicates a definite report, while leaders imply that, although none was reported, 


cases may have occurred. 



















































































| Diphtheria | Influenza Measles quslaitesine 
Week | Week | | Week Week 
iat . ended— ended— | ended— ended— . 
Division and State ad 8D | ee Pee Ee Me- pica: _ 
. . dian : | dian : x dian 
« Sept. |1939-43 e % Sept. |1939-43 Sept. | Sept. | 1939 43 a — - 1 
1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943 
NEW ENGLAND | | 
» REE "ao ae Pe oe @...13 ae ae ae ae ee 
New Hampshire____ 0 0| a 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Vermont....._.-.-_- 0 1| RR iccidinel 2 1 3 0 0 0 
Massachusetts. -_-__- 4 0} aes | 0) 26 24 38 4 1 
Rhode Island-.--.--- 2 0! _ Sees aes 1| 8 5 I 3 0 
Connecticut - --...- ae 1| 0 2 koccvad i1| 9) il 5 4 0 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
New York.......... 6| 5 S 2@ 3g 50} 100} = 57] 19), s«9 2 
New Jersey. ---.-- im 0 2) 2 1 2 2 12) 65) 20) 1 1 
Pennsylvania. ------ 8 3} | eRe ee 21) 30 39) 11 14 2 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
a al 5 5| od 4 .. wa 2 7a 1 
ae 8) 8) _ ae 12) 4 2} 1 1 0 1 1 
SS 4| 5| 10} 1 3 3 7 22 10 6 12 2 
Michigan ?_......... 5| 6) 6 1 1| 1 4 86 16 9 13 1 
Wisconsin... -......- 2) 2| 0 2 11 i) «113 93 43 2| 1 1 
WEST NORTH } | 
CENTRAL 
Minnesota... ....- 7 3 | ee 0 1) 3} 16) 5 1 2 0 
et cant a) coma Ge | 3| 2, #10} OO 1 0 
Missouri..---_----_- | 0 _ Ses atts 4 9 ae ae a 
North Dakota------ 3} 1| 1} 5 13} 1) 3} 13 3 3 1 0 
South Dakota---_-- 2| 2| 2}. ce chadaid | 0 7 3 0 0 0 
Nebraska------..--- 2 4| 0}.- _ SSO | 1 0 2 1 0 0 
Kansas... ----- ==. ee i ... _ pee ‘| 5 oor tee 
SOUTH ATLANTIC | | 
Delaware_._.______ 0 1| “ Gaye. 0 ? 0 0) 0 1 1 0 
Maryland 2____.___. 5| 1| ee 1 2| 9) 17| 7 0 0 1 
District of Columbia | 0) 0) a 0 1| 3) 3 0 2 0 
i) ae 6 5| 5 24; = 30! 30) 5) 7} 7 1 0 1 
West Virginia_....__| 2 5 5 1} 0 1| 2) 9) 3 1 2 2 
North Carolina. ___. 2. i 32| 5| Oe is 12| 10) 10| 5 4 1 
South Carolina.....| 11) 9 9} 64) 152) 90) 5 4 44 «(0 1 1 
Georgia_........---- } 12) 0) 13 52| 5 18) 13 7 6| 0 0 0 
Florids.........----| 7| 6| 3| 1) Ny} 4 72! 0 ‘ 2 4 0 
BAST SOUTH CENTRAL | | 
| | | 
Kentucky _- | 9 67 7| | 2 2 2) 10) ae 1 
Tennessee _____- — 3 oe 6 6} | 4 1) 8| ie ay 1 
Alabama... __. | 6 6 12| 12, 16 6 3) 5| 16) 2 5 1 
Mississippi?.-_| 10} 12) = 12 | |: Re. Eke [eer | . @.2 
WEST SOUTH | 
CENTRAL | | 
Arkansas... 44 Ot oe 2| 6 6 1 1 0 
Louisiana. ge eS as Be 1| 0 0 a. 8 og 
Oklahoma 5 1! 5| 7; 11 5} 10) 11 7 @ 2 0 
Texas... | 15] 18 22) «216; +226, 108) — ae Bee wee ee 
MOUNTAIN | | 
Montana... | 15] Ol a. Ge | o| 6s iat Cit iti 
Idaho ae 0 0} 0 or ee 0 1) 1| 0 0 0 
Wyoming_. ? 0 0) 0 onal 0 1 0 4 3} 0 0 0 
Colorado... _..___ | 4, 14 4 27; il 5| 0 14) 14| 0 0 0 
New Merxico.___ a i. me ‘oe She ae € . a ae 
* Arizona... -___- ; 0 0} 0} 12; 35) 30 2) 4) 4) 0 0 0 
Utah. _-..__- ee es as 1| 7 2| a ae et 
Nevada... _- P 0) 0) 0) 1 0} 0) 4 0) 0) 0 1 0 
PACIFIC | | | 
Washington | § YW 1| * Bue Ae ye a | 
Oregon _ __- B 0 6) 1 5| 2| 3 18) 12) 12) 1 5| 1 
California... | 1518) 10) 28, 10) 11) 150 54 S412} 4 0 
Total.........|. 205" 198 243,401, -565| 388,668} 808) 666,123) 151) 8 
35 weeks...________| 7, 189] 7,696. 8, 074.339, 669 82, 813 152, 280/592, 322/539, 1461467, 858/13, 371/13, $451 1, 470 





1 New York City only. 


2 Period ended earlier than Saturday. 
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended Sept. 2, 


1944, and comparison with corresponding week of 1948 and 5-year median—Con. 






















































































Typhoid and 
Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever | Smallpox paratyphoid fever? 
Week Week Week Week 
Division and State ended— | we-| ended— | ye | emded— | ye. | ended— | ve. 
dian dian dian dian 
Sept. 46 » Sept. a 7. Sept. | Sept. yy Sept. a -_ 
2, , ; 2, ‘ ‘ 
1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943 1044 | 1943 
NEW ENGLAND 
Fs 1 1 S a 8. 6 eee 2 
New Hampshire----___-- 11 1 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 
WU ao ccncccacseres 77 OF 0 oe |} of oO 0 Tie edhe 
Massachusetts __..-..._.- 35 20 3 32 47 47 0 0 0 2] 2) 4 
Rhode Island ________-_- 1 11 1 2 3 0 0 0 1| 0} 0 
Connecticut - - - -.--.--..- 20 44 5 10 8 7 0 0 0 2 1| 1 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
_—— eee 666 58 58 56 66 52 0 0 0 16 13 12 
New Jersey............-- 67 ee 15) «14, «19 0 0 0 3| 5 4 
Pennsylvania., ........- 162 5 13 34 41 42 0 0 0 18) 18 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
| EL Cee 105 18 18 66 46 0 1 0 13 14 12 
Pi Sironnoctenisdons 27 3 6 11 11 ll 0 0 0 4 1 6 
| ae Sea 37 192 31 18 53 53 0 6 1 3 6 10 
See 120 18 26 42 41 0 0 0 2 6 q 
. . —s_—(“‘(‘(‘(é RASS 32 18 7 35 35 0 0 0 2 1 1 
WEST NORTH CENTRAL 
DeNOOR........-2oceoss 40 11 ll 11 22 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 
i aS 7 33 2 6 13 13 0 0 0 1 2 3 
=e 11 30 5 11 8 11 0 0 0 11 3 MT) 
North Dakota--.__.._..- 4 2 1 2 2 2 0 0 0 ] 0) 0 
South Dakota__.....___- 0 0 1 0 ll 9 0 0 0 1 0) 0 
re 7 17 2 7 3 3 0 0 0 0 0) 1 
Be rterteecdnce-« ‘es 4 2.84 &@ © -@ @ @ & 4 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 
Delaware...........-..-- 4 3 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Maryland 3..........._.- 47, OO 1 4) ou re wat Be 23 (0 5 
District of Columbia_-_--_-. 22 0 0 2 2 4 0 0 0 0; 3 2 
, RN 65 0 1 11 > 5 0 Se ¢ s&s. #4 
West Virginia__.......__- 11 0 2 36 27 11 0 0) 0 4 1 9 
North Carolina--_-....-- 42 3 3 27 56 23 0 0 0 7| 1} 11 
South Carolina_--.....-- 4 1 1 2 9 4 0 0 0 2 4| 6 
I Inlet saccoibaniiiccacceia 8 1 2 6 12 12 2 0 0) 6) 8) 18 
PE ikencqrestetnnsbiins 2 0 3 1 1 2 0 0 0} 2 0) 3 
| 
34, ««10}_— «10 13} 14) #17] «Of Of CO a eS 
5 2 4 9 23 10 0 0 0 1} 7 15 
2 0 3 6} 21; 2 0 0 0 1| 5 6 
7 2 2 7 6 6 0 0 0) 3) . 11 
6. aus 2 2. -@ st - @ 1B 
1 1 1 1 0 2 0} 0 0 1 4) 12 
2 17 2 3 5 8 0 0 0 3! 5 13 
8| 62 8 20; 17] 18) 0 0 9 177 11) 2 
a TES ST 0 9 3 4 11 9) 0) 0 0| 0) 0 2 
Idaho..____- 1 0 1 3 2 0 0) 0 0} 1 1 
Wyoming... 0 5 0 0 6 1 0| 0 0) 0) 0 1 
Colorado - - - 5} 20 1 10 10 7 0 0) 0| 0} 2 
New Mexico. on 1 12 2 3 4 1 0 0) 0 2| 0 4 
ask naictinatertt 1 1 2 1 2 1| 0) 0) 0 3} 3) 2 
. Saas 2 76 3 4 9) 2} 0 0| 0 0 0 1 
IER SAR 2 0 0 0 2| 0 0! 0) 0 0 0) 0 
PACIFIC | 
Washington ____._______- 12} 19 2 2i 14 8 0 0 0| 0 5) 3 
aera ll 16 3 7 7 6 0 0 1) 2 1 1 
Ee PeRet 10 114 13 87) 58 39 0} 0) 0) 1 1) 7 
_ RIAA 1,682} 956} 606} 654, 821; 683) 2| 7) 7 149 169) 345 
t Ss | se | ee (ee | SS ee | ee 
35 weeks._.._______._._.. | 9,474] 5,886) 3,301 B68, 205/68, 347 99, 317 305 | 616 1, 192) 3, 506) 3,655) 5, 181 





2 Period ended earlier than Saturday. 


3 Including paratyphoid fever 


necticut 2, New York 6, Illinois 1, ja 1, Arkansas 2, Texas 2, 


Separately, as follows: Massachusetts 1, Rhode Island 1, Con- 
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended Sept. 2, 
1944, and comparison with corresponding week of 1943 and 5-year median—C 








Division and State 





NEW ENGLAND 
0 SS 
New Hampshire ---_--- 
. Seas 
Massachusetts____-___- 
Rhode Island_-__-__--___- 
Connecticut _ - _ ____- é 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC 


New York = 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania_-_._____-- 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
SSE 
Indiana-_-- REE 
Mllinois__.__.____-- 
Michigan ?__- 
Wisconsin __- 


WEST NORTH CENTRAL 


SR chard amyeee 
Kansas____.- 2 sabia 


SOUTH ATLANTIC 
Delaware--__......--- 


el SS a 
West Virginia__..._.._. 
North Carolina 

South Carolina... 
Pores 
eat arts bos sins 
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Kentucky -_--......---. 
Tennessee. -...______- 
Alabama...__-_--- 
Mississippi ?____- 


WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 


a 
MOUNTAIN 


0 
“ee 
Wyoming.- 
Colorado. -.-_--_-- 
New Mexico._. 


PACIFIC 
Washington___..._____. 


sisi 
Total 
Same week 1943 


35 Weeks 1943__._.____- 
35 Weeks 1942. _.______ 


Whooping cough 


Week ended September 2, 1944 
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? Period_ended earlier than Saturday. 


Dysentery En- 
ceph- 
. rn 
: In- | infee- 
_ speci-| tious 
fied 
0 6 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
4 0 0 
0 0 0 
4 0 0 
73 0 5 
3 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 5 0 2 
2 7 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 2 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 17 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 8 0 
0 0 0 
0; 150 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
& 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
| 
70 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 8 0 
426 16 3 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 5 
0 3 2 0 
0 0 33 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
8 8 0) 3 
39; 617) 218 41 
30| 447) 252 25 
32; 217) 161 21 
1,179 15,160) 5,640) 442 
1, 435/11, 096) 5,230; 475 
772\ 6,059| 4,700! 361 
‘ 5-year median, 
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WEEKLY REPORTS FROM CITIES 


City reports for week ended August 19, 1944 


This table lists the reports from 87 cities of more than 10,000 population distributed throughout the United 
States, and represents a cross section of the current urban incidence of the diseases included in the table. 
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s Influenza | & - ég\< 
| S ee Be Te & a 3 & — 
4 a g | 8 2 S 2 | - 3 
cy 2 
é | ui gee) e) a] 5) 8 El og 
# | 23 é/3¢;2/2/51] 2 |os|2e 
$ |£2 ‘Z 38 S >| = | se 1seia 
= |a= 2| 2/88) 8)e@]12|2/32/s 
418 2igsi¢dgis 51/38\|2i{2 /8ele 
|= {8 iP isié & S@igsiginsaeié 
}A |e | oO};aAalT ala | & | a |= |F 
NEW ENGLAND | 
| | 
Maine: 
seston... haat 0 _; 0 0 0 0 0; oO}; oO; oO} 0 
New Hampshire: | | | 
- Gonewe............- 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 | 0 | 0 | 0 | 0 
assachusetts 
Boston.___-.----- 1 0 0 26 6 y oi Rise 8 6 
Fall River----- 0 _, ae 0 0 0 0 0 0 | 0 0) 5 
Springfield____ -- 0 0 1 1 3 3 2 2 1} 0 | 0 0 
se. orcester___- 0 jE es 0 0 0 2 0 5 | 0} 1 | 1 
le Island: 
Providence. -- 0 | ee 0 c « i 0 1 0 0 | 
Connecticut: | 
Bridgeport 0 | one 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 9 3 
Hartford . 0 _} eee 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 4 
New Haven---- 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 | 0 0 5 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
New York: 
Buffalo - - Salis 0 0 : 0 0 3 79 1 0 2 0 
New York--- - 4 0 2 3 15 16 66 129 18 0 13 59 
Rochester __- : 0 0 Fe 0 6 1 0 s 0 0 0 i 
—---- ere 0 0 0 1 2 0 11 0 0 0 | 12 
New Jersey: 
Camden -_- 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 l 0 0 | 0 
Newark. i 0 6 1 0 5 0 | 6 0 0 0 | 7 
Trenton -- 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 v 0 iT) 
Pennsylvania: 
Philadelphia __- 1 0 3 2 3 2 11 31 8 0 1 8 
Pittsburgh____- 0 0 x 0 c 6 5 10 3 0 0 | 5 
Reading -_-__--- ; 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0} 0 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
Ohio: | 
Cincinnati caciiaiet 2) 2 aes 0 0 2 2 7 Ss 0 0 10 
Cleveland...........- l | ee 0 0 2 4 25 2 0 0 | 35 
Columbus. -______- f 0 0 a 0 3 0 l 0 2 0 0 17 
Indiana: 
Fort Wayne ee 0 0 : 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 | 0 
Indianapolis - - ei 1 0 0 1 ! 2 2 2 | 0 0 | 4 
South Bend.. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 |} 0 0 0 
, Terre Haute 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 | 0 0 0 
Illinois: 
Chi ‘0... 1 0 1 3 24 12 10 0 | 2 17 
- H ringfield 0 a5 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 0 
Michigan: 
EE 3 0 1 0 8 0 ll 33 5 0 1 38 
ee 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 0 0 0 4 
Grand Rapids 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 6 
Wisconsin: 
Kenosha... -__-.._-- 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
Milwaukee --__-___-- 0 0}. 0 12 1 0 3 1 0 0} 31 
EAE 0 0 0 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Pr 0 0 } 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
WEST NORTH CENTRAL 
Minnesota: } 
Duluth. , 0 0 | 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 9 
Minneapolis ---..__.._- 1 0 0 0 0 2 ll 2 0 0 3 
M aah pe hiskhvbwecedseg l 0 0 1 1 2 8 0 0 9 26 
Kansas City._...._.-. 0 0 0 1 1 4 1 1 0 0 
8t. Joseph. ........-.. 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 
i = eee 1 0 1 1 18 3 8 3 1 0 0 12 
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continued 


North Dakota: 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 


Richmond... -........--| 
Charleston...........-| 
Wheelin: 

North Carol 


Roanoke. 


Lynchburg...____- : | 
West Virginia: 


Cumberland.__-.____- 
Washington._..._.___- 


Frederick __ 


Wilmington. .-.__.__-- 
District of Columbia: 


WEST NORTH CENTRAL— 
vergo....... 
Maryland: 


Delaware: 








ooo.lhUcS6cOcCoOOoO 





cooo cfc 8efo S& 





fos: 
rs 
Savannah...__.______- 


Charieston..........-. 
Brunswick____- 


Winston-Salem______- 
Georgia: 


Wilmington._.._____ 
South Carolina: 


Atlanta 





MOUNTAIN 


Galveston._.._______| 
Sa 
San Antonio-_- 


New Orleans 

Shreveport. . 
Texas: 

en 


Little Roek__- 


| RRR 
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Louisiana: 


Arkansas: 


Birmingham. : 


EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 


Montana: 
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City reports for week ended fugue 19, 1944—Continued 






































2 | Influenza g 2 = 
. - | Be a vs sal En = 4 6 = : 
| 3 | 2 (32/8 /8] 81 eles] ® 
Sis |g /SSi/ oc} aly | & | Bel ud 
a |se 3 agia/38|8) 8 | s2| Bg 
|S |g ee; 8/5/2/ 8 |ss]e° 
b =z n =s 
ele}. ia) 9/28) 6) 2] 2| 2 dal: 
2/f |S sl1F1E | Els] 8] e | BEE 
|alta | o alAala ¥ a nin |e 4 
PACIFIC | | | | 
Washington: | | 
Seattle ; : 0 _) ane 0 | 2 0 3 5 1 | 0 0 0 
me... fe 0 ae 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 | 0 0 
Tacoma 0 0 |-----. 0 4 0 2 2 0 ei sx 4 
California: | | 
Los Angeles...._____-- 5 0 | 3 o| 4 0 2 5 0 0 | 5 
Sacramento.__.______- 1 Oe 0 7 0 3 0 3 0 0 | 3 
San Francisco_____ _--- 0 | ee 0 24 1 4 0 8 0 0 | 0 
Total. ..| 34] 3| 21} 8| 199| 61] 268| 481] 137] 0| 34| 562 
———S—SSS=[  HS>|/J_ SS |_ SS FS | OO OE | SSS. |§_oOOaSSSS=_COULOOQQSS OO 
Corresponding week, 1943. 38 |_..... [a1] 5| g67|-.....| 222|......| 285] o| 34| 1033 
Average, 1939-43 _- 44 /......| 27] 18] 2270 )--..-- 1216 |......| 188} = 1 | 43 | 1123 











!3 year average, 1941-43. 
2 5 year median 


Anthraz.—Cases: Houston, 1. 

Dysentery, amebic.—Cases: Boston, 1; Chicago, 1; Houston, 1. 

Dysentery, bacillary.—Cases: Providence, 3; New Haven, 2; New York, 1; re 2; Philadelphia, 1; 
Jay 1; on sy 1; Detroit, 6; Baltimore, 1; Richmond, 1; Charleston, $ C., 1; Memphis, 1; Nash- 
ville, 2 s Angeles, 6 

Dysentery, unspecified.—Cases: Cleveland, 1; Baltimore, 1; Richmond, 3; Sacramento, 2. 

Leprosy.—Cases: New Orleans 2. 

Pocky Mountain spotted fever.—Cases: St. Louis, 1; Richmond, 1. 

Tularemia.—Cases: Richmond, 1. 

Typhus fever, endemic.— Cases: ‘Atlanta, 2 2; Savannah, 12; , is eee Birmingham, 4; Mobile, 10; New 
Orleans, 10; Houston, 11; San Antonio, 9 : Wilmington, 'N. 


Rates (annual basis) per 100,000 population, by geographic groups, for the 87 cities 
in the preseaing table wasaranseeel population, 1948, 34,052,500) 



































i | | 
e ls le lag is |e |s | 8 las le 
. tte ae gig i@ |% | 3 [ge | 2 
° BS —| @je° |g -§ |e Se 
le | #e| ie les lo lBel Bel § Mel 8 
et ae 2 ¢ iS |s2\/22)\2 = 
ef | 33 | 21] 2] 3 #2 | 48/38/28) § 258) pF 
set >. or £ | a me cf | &E |e 2 Esti = 
= ag) & a S \€e9|§ -e \¢ = |zo $ 
[2 |88/ 8 | 2 )| & (Eee! & E 5 s Br 8! § 
‘A j@ |Oo/;Aa/a fA la a 7° a ie Fs 
Pee oe ears — —— —'_—_ —_ —_| _- — |__| 
New England.............| 26| 26) 2.6) 2.6} 79 | 23.6 47.3 | 26.3/ 55/| 00] 26 76 
Middle Atlantic...” 2 3 | 0.0| 28| 23] 14/180) 41.7 \1288| 14| 00] 7.4 44 
East North Central______- 5.5} 0.0| 1.2] 0.6 26 | 5.5 | 33.4 | 51.1 21; 00; 24 127 
West North Central_____- | 6.5 | 0.0) 22 22| 43{10.8/ 47.7) 71.5} 13] 00] 22] 128 
South Atlantic._.....---_- | 68/ 00) 85| 00) 17) 51/458 1052) 2) OO} 51] 168 
East South Central_..___. | 6.0} 0.0] 60] 0.0| 35| 60!885/17.7| 6/ 00] 60] 88 
West South Central 11.5| 0.0| &7| 0.0| 3| 00/459/115| 6| O0/230| 5 
Mountain...........022---| 7.9| 0.0] 0.0] 00! 48) 7.9 |1033/ 7.9! 40/ 00/ 00) 199 
os | 95| 32) 48|/ 00] 82/ 7911901158! 30] 00} 00] 19 
Total j al ae 2 0.5 | 3.2 a be 04) a2 73.9} 21] 00] 5.2 86 
| 
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TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS 
Hawaii Territory 


Plague (rodent): —Two rats found in Honokaa, Hamakua District, 
Island of Hawaii, T. H., have been proved positive for plague on 
July 11, 1944 and August 2, 1944, respectively. One mouse found 
in the same place was proved positive for plague on July 18, 1944. 











FOREIGN REPORTS 


CANADA 


Provinces — Communicable diseases —Week ended August 5, 1944.- 
During the week ended August 5, 1944, cases of certain communicable 
diseases were reported by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics of 
Canada as follows: 








| Prince | \,. Ne y -| Sas- | | British | 
Disease Edward — Bruns-| | Que- | Rnd — | katch- | na | Colum Total 
Island | °°? | wick bec oe | ewan | 
a ee ae eee ee |— = | 
Chickenpox___.._.....--- Si mplaadeae 11 1 6 64 11 | 10 24 | 20; 147 
Diphtheria___- Sh. aay 8 4 16 2 | 1 we | 49 
Dysentery (bacillary) - } ‘ 2 ;. ra — | 2 
German measles_- Si 3 | 16 : 2) 4 14 39 
Influenza Ye | 3 : 3 | 6 
REIS |. | 5 1 53; 70] 18] 16 | 60 9| 232 
Meningitis, meningococ- | | | 
cus. a | | 3 3 | | " 1 | 7 
Mumps..__._._... |. a 35 26 7 10 27 | 5| 110 
Poliomyelitis... _...._.__|. 4/ 2] 112 2 ! 7 | | 128 
Scarlet fever____. : 3 | 5 16 38 | 17 8 28 | 6 | 121 
‘Tuberculosis (all forms) - eiten l 11 141 | 54 | 10 | 24 241 
‘Typhoidand paratyphoid | 
eee ee = um Pohig 3 | 6 ’ 1 - | 10 
Undulant fever : ES BAS | 4 l 2 1 | 6 
W hooping cough ieee 21 i --| 69 39 | 8 3 8 25 173 
| } 


' Includes 3 cases in delayed reports. 


REPORTS OF CHOLERA, PLAGUE, SMALLPOX, TYPHUS FEVER, AND 
YELLOW FEVER RECEIVED DURING THE CURRENT WEEK 


Norte.—Except in cases of unusual incidence, only those places are included which had not previously 
reported any of the above-mentioned diseases, except yellow fever, during the current year. All reports of 
yellow fever are published currently. 

A table showing the accumulated figures for these diseases for the year to date is published in the PuBLic 
HEALTH Reports for the last Friday in each month. 

(Few reports are available from the invaded countries of Europe and other nations in war zones.) 


Cholera 


India—Bihar Province.—Information dated August 10, 1944, states 
that according to newspaper reports a serious outbreak of cholera has 
appeared in Bihar Province, India. No reliable statistics are 


available. 
Plague 


tgypt—Port Said.—For the week ended August 12, 1944, 5 cases of 
plague with 2 deaths were reported in Port Said, Egypt. 

French West Africa—-Dakar.—¥or the period August 1-7, 1944, 38 
cases of plague with 27 deaths were reported in Dakar, French West 
Africa. 


(1192) 
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Senegal.—For the period July 11-20, 1944, 8 deaths from plague 


were reported in Senegal. 
Smallpox 


Brazil—Sao Paulo State—Santos.—Smallpox has been reported in 
Santos, Sao Paulo State, Brazil, as er Weeks ended—July 1, 
1944, 7 cases, July 8, 9 cases, July 15, 2 cases, July 22, 23 cases, July 
29, 58 cases, August 5, 32 cases, August 12, 19 cases. 

British East Africa.—For the week ended July 22, 1944, smallpox 
was reported in British East Africa, as follows: Tanganyika Territory, 
305 cases; Uganda, 116 cases, 1 death. 

Nigeria.—For the week ended July 22, 1944, 113 cases of smallpox 
with 15 deaths were reported in Nigeria. 

Peru.—For the month of June 1944, 25 cases of smallpox were 
reported in Peru, including 11 cases in Huancavelica Department 
and 5 cases in aang Department. 

Venezuela.—For the month of July 1944, 41 cases 3 of smallpox with 
2 deaths were pai in Venezuela including 37 cases with 2 deaths 
reported in Caracas. For the week ended August 19, 1944, 7 cases 
of smallpox were reported in Falcon State and 7 cases in Miranda 
State, Venezuela. 

Typhus Fever 


Chile.—For the 4 weeks ended July 15, 1944, 90 cases of typhus fever 
with 12 deaths were reported in Chile, including 63 cases with 11 deaths 
reported in Chiloe Province, 2 cases in Antofagasta, 8 cases in Santiago, 
9 cases in Talcahuano, and 5 cases in Valparaiso. 

Colombia.—Typhus fever has been reported in Sonson, Antioquia 
Department, Colombia, by months, as follows: January 1944, 7 cases, 
1 death; February, 21 cases, 1 death; March, 54 cases, 2 deaths; April, 
70 cases, 4 deaths; May, 72 cases, 1 death; June, 26 cases, 1 death; 
July, 7 cases. 

Egypt.—For the week ended July 22, 1944, 172 cases of typhus fever 
with 34 deaths were reported in Egypt. 

Guatemala.—For the month of July 1944, 175 cases of typhus fever 
with 17 deaths were reported in Guatemala, including 21 cases in El 
Quiche Department, 40 cases in Alta Verapaz Department, 29 cases 
with 5 deaths in Quezaltenango Department, and 27 cases with 4 
deaths in San Marcos Department. 

Hungary.—For the week ended July 29, 1944, 56 cases of typhus 
fever (22 in Subcarpathia) were reported in Hungary. 

Peru.—For the month of June 1944, 170 cases of typhus fever were 
reported in Peru, including 30 cases in Ancash Department, 18 cases 
in Cuzco Department, and 27 cases in Huanuco Department. 

Rumania.—For the period April 24-30, 1944, 381 cases of typhus 
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fever were reported in Rumania; for the period May 1-7, 1944, 441 
cases were reported. 

Venezuela.—For the month of July 1944, 11 cases of typhus fever 
were reported in Venezuela. 

Yugoslavia.—For the period July 1-14, 1944, 348 cases of typhus 
fever (43 cases in Brod, 99 cases in Travnik, and 99 cases in Tuzia) 
were reported in Yugoslavia. 


Yellow Fever 


Belgian Congo—Coquilhatville Province —Banzyville.—On June 26, 
1944, 1 death from yellow fever was reported in Banzyville, Coquilhat- 
ville Province, Belgian Congo. For the period August 12-17, 1944, 10 
cases of suspected yellow fever were reported in the same locality. 


* * * 


INCIDENCE OF HOSPITALIZATION, JULY 1944 


Through the cooperation of the Hospital Service Plan Commission of the Amer- 
ican Hospital Association, data on hospital admissions among about 10,000,000 
members of Blue Cross Hospital Service Plans are presented monthly. These 
plans provide prepaid hospital service. The data cover about 60 hospital service 
plans scattered throughoui the country, mostly in large cities. 


July 
Item 
1430] 1044 

1. Number of plans supplying data_________.._____- ‘ eniiee 72 73 
2. Number of persons eligible for hospital care. LASS Se ELSE EAE a 11, 076, 738 13, 664, 738 
3. Number of persons admitted for hospital EE Eee Tal ae 107, 693 129, 769 
4. Incidence per 1,000 persons, annual rate, during current month (daily 

I I ecco ah thn dssn 9h dente. nhoeeiecincrd- ang nese pitecninih eatin asin aon natal iiataneten tne 114.4 112.2 
5. Incidence per 1,000 persons, annual rate for the 12 months ended July 31____| 105. 5 104. 8 

| 
7 


DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED AUGUST 26, 1944 


[From the W mand Mortality Index, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of bicenressatans 








| Week ended | Correspond- 


| Aug. 26, 1944 | — 
Data for 93 a » cities of the United States: | 
Total d Rina - ath i , 7, 472 7, 856 
Avenas for 38 prior years. , | 7, 509 Bae 
Total deaths, first 34 weeks of year. hit Se 312, 399 318, 561 
Desie enter t peer of a0... Sadi REE of 601 657 
Average for 3 prior years___-- . lent dickg miele gd SSS crete 
Deaths under 1 year of age, first 34 weeks of year._._..._.........__.__. 21, 073 22, 876 
, Data from industrial insurance companies: 
olicies in force _- , - aa ; | 66, 705, 582 65, 764, 051 
LL EEL LE RE SN Lf 12, 097 10, 974 
Death claims per 1,000 policies i in force, annual rate._........_..--.____- | 9.5 8.7 
Death claims per 1,000 policies, first 34 weeks of year, annual rate. 10.2 10.0 
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